As part of our commitment to protecting and conserving the environment, in
each edition of Land Lines we'll endeavour to bring you interesting and
informative news from the world of conservation. In this edition, we take a look at

anillegal log-clearer who was offered an unconventional way to pay his debt to society.
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To avod jail (a possible
penalty under the Act),
Boyle ‘“volunteered” to
donate 480 hectares of
other forested land owned
by him to the Main Range
National Park. Given the
significant  conservation
values of this land, the
EPA accepted his offer
and agreed to not press for
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However, only days
after the original sentence
was inposed, the EPA
leamt that logging wes

damege caused to parts of
the land.

The EPA then sought to
re-open

the sentencing and on 22
March 2005 Boyle was re-
sentenced on the same
terms as the original
sentence but with the fine
raised to $50,000.

The sentencing judge
made it clear that Boyle
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land of high conservation
value as compensation to
the National Park. The
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to the winter edition of Land Lines. After some great feedback from our first edition, we've
endeavoured to bring you some more positive news about how the WLFL is working to protect Queensland's natural
environment. In this edition you can read about the progress of work on the Witta site, here from WWLFL chairman, Des
Boyland, and find out about an unusual sponsorship initiative all the way from Japan.

WLFL is fortunate enough to be
sharing  boundaries  with  two
environmentally friendly neighbours at
the Witta Conservation Resenve, near
Meleny.

We are working with them to
enhance the habitat by improving and
widening fauna corridors.

WLFL has even agreed a deal with
one of our neighbours for fencing the
common boundary, whereby we will
supply the materials and the neighbour
will erect the fence by the end of July.

The cost of materials will be met
from a grant provided by Caloundra
City Council.

The site has also again been buzzing
with the sounds of a working bee.

After the success of the weed
eradication in October last year,
another working bee wes held in
February.

Volunteers from Hervey Bay and
Pine Rivers WPSQ branches made a
big difference, and we are grateful for
their efforts.

However, there are other weed
challenges ahead of us and
considerable  rehabilitation  of the
vegetation in parts of the block is
needed.

Weed eradication means native vegetation, like these palms at
Witta Creek, can flourish.

The Board has focussed on the
Witta Conservation Reserve during
2004-05. With the weed situation
under control (see other report) and
the road reserve in front of Witta
having been cleaned up, WLFL is
looking at erecting a sign as soon as
the block is fenced.

The sign will advertise the Witta
Conservation Reserve and its
ownership by WLFL together with our
logo.
Bukkulla Conservation Park is
progressing well and has benefited
from recent rain. It is generating a
useful continued on page 2
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is the secretary of WLFL
and has been a Board
member from the
beginning. He is a part-
time lecturer in
conservation policy and

public sector management
a the University of
Queensland and has a
small business, Aboriginal
At Online, working with
Aboriginal artists to sell
their work on the Intemet.
As a pudlic servant
between 1980 and 1999
he held a range of senior
palicy, planning  and
menagerial roles. In the

late 1990s he

was the manager of the
World Heritage program in
Environment Australia and
of the wilderness and wild
rivers  program He
represented the
Commonwealth on  the
Cape York Peninsula Land
Use Strategy (CYPLUS) as
well as the management
committees  for  Fraser
Island and the Wet Tropics
World Heritage areas.

amount of income ($3500) from fees
for cattle agistment.

Carefully limited grazing not only
provides cash but also helps to reduce
fire risk from excessive fuel load. A
detailed fire strategy will be developed
in conjunction with neighbours and the
QPWS and provided to the local Rural
Fire Brigade.

In the coming year WLFL is hoping
to erect shelters with the capacity to
collect potable water at both Witta and
Bukkulla. Exclosures for environmental
monitoring will be constructed at Wita
and a fauna survey of the property is
to be caried out “pro bono” by
Biodiversity Assessment and
Management Pty Ltd.

The latter two actions will definitely
happen but the building of shelters will
depend on WLFL raising sufficient
funds through donations of cash or
materials. The purchase of additional
land is not planned in the fort ble

future — though of course the Board is
open to offers of donations of land!

Steady progress has been
achieved by WLFL over the four years.
From a company established with
borrowings, WLFL has grown and now
has assets worth over $180,000 and
no significant liahilities - thanks to your
support and encouragenent.

Chairman Des Boyland
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The WLFL Annual General Meeting is
to be held on Saturday 10 September
2005 at 12.15 pmand is listed to last
45 minutes. The meeting is part of the
WPSQ meeting on the same day, to
be held at the Chermside Historical
Precinct,

off Gympie Road. Now is the time to
think about any business you want to
list for discussion. Remember that you
must give at least 30 days notice (i.e.
by 11 August) to the Secretary if you
wish to nomnate as a Director
(member of the Board).
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WLFL has an
unusual sponsor for
planting trees at
Witta: a Japanese
company that
specialises in lemon
myrtle products.

Three Leaves Kurrutti
has donated money to
support planting of trees
at Witta, including lemon
myrtle (Backhousia
citriodora) which is native
to the region.

In February, as part of
the working bee, we
planted some advanced
lemon myrtle plants near
where we hope the
shelter at Witta will be
constructed.

Lenmon Myrtle is a native
Australian tree growing
naturally from Brisbane to
Rockhanpton in a range
of alitudes from 50 to
over 800 m above sea

WLFL Board Member Brian Lowry with one of the recently
planted Lemon Myrtle trees

level. The Sunshine Coast
area, home to the Witta
Conservation  Resenve,
has been identified as the
main area of natural
strands of the plant, along
with the Proserpine area
in North Queensland.

Kurutti is planning to
meke more donations to
support the work of VWLFL.

Lemon Myrtle is reputed to
have a @weet©citrus fragrance
and taste. Ealy last century
Lemon Myrle was used in
Austrelia as a source of rich
essential ail for lemon flavouring,
but it wes later replaced by other
@mony©essential oils. By 1990

lemon myrtle wes discovered as a
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potential  new crop. By 199%
Northem Rivers farmers invested
into planting Lemon Myrtle in
commercial orchards. These trees
are now in full production. It is
anticipated to become one of the
best native food plants for use in
the food, phameaceutical and

cosmetic industries.




